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SUPPORT staff turmoil adds to Clintons ’ Whitewater woes 
AMES spy fallout further strains FBI-CIA tensions 
MOSCOW angers Iran with sale of flawed subs 


■ Upstairs, downstairs. The Whitewater 
firestorm (Page 30) is not the only source 
of turmoil inside the White House these 
days. Well-placed sources say that as a 
result of growing tensions between the 
Clintons and the usher’s office —which is 
responsible for support and housekeep- 
ing functions— many of the executive 
mansion’s 130 full-time permanent em- 
ployees fear for their jobs. The problems 
began early last year when Mrs. Clinton 
blamed them for having leaked a story 
claiming she had thrown a lamp at her 
husband during a domestic tiff. Al- 
though both the Clintons and the staff 
agree that the tale had no foundation in 
fact, the incident continued to irk the 
first lady and exacerbated her relations 
with chief usher Gary Walters. Deter- 
mined to assert control over domestic 
operations in what essentially is her 
home, Mrs. Clinton earlier this month 
fired Chris Emery, the popular assistant 
usher. Staffers contend that the only 
possible reasons for Emery’s ouster were 
his Republican leanings and an overly 
loud dispute in February with a member 
of Mrs. Clinton’s personal staff. Rela- 
tions between upstairs and downstairs 
were further vexed by the Clintons’ re- 
cent decision to clean out the kitchen by 
demanding the resignations of Pierre 
Chambrin, the executive chef, two assis- 
tant chefs and a young pot-scrubber 
whose still-unexplained dismissal ran- 
kled the entire staff. Such firings are rare 
among the historically loyal, discreet and 
nonpolitical staff. Not surprisingly, many 
of them are afraid of the first lady’s 
wrath. Explains one staffer: “You don’t 
know what mood you’ll catch her in. 
She’s quick-tempered and wants things 
now.” A spokesman for Mrs. Clinton 
says that he is not aware of any rift. 


■ Finger pointing. In secret congressional 
testimony last week, Robert “Bear” Bry- 
ant, the FBI’s counterintelligence chief, al- 
leged that the CIA had failed to cooperate 
with the bureau in nearly a dozen espio- 
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• Grace under pressure 


nage cases since 1991. Bryant and FBI Di- 
rector Louis Freeh were asked to explain 
why CIA officer Aldrich Ames hadn ’t been 
unmasked sooner as an alleged Russian 
mole. One possible reason: the failure of 
the FBI and CIA to get along. Bryant told 
the Senate Intelligence Committee that be- 
cause of the agency’s lack of cooperation, 
the bureau recently pulled its resident agent 
from the counterintelligence center at CIA 
headquarters in Langley, Va. Later, in an- 
other closed-door hearing, CIA Director 
James Woolsey fired back, blaming the 
FBI for the friction and citing, among oth- 
er incidents, the bureau’s decision to re- 
move its agent. The senators demanded 
that both institutions provide rundowns on 
investigations that had been hampered by 
their conflict. Meanwhile, to avoid further 
damage to CIA morale, Woolsey has de- 
cided not to force the resignation of about 
a dozen senior officials considered respon- 
sible for letting the accused spy go unde- 
tected for eight years. Instead, Woolsey will 


allow them to bow out gracefully by taking 
early retirement. Not only will this give the 
officials a face-saving way to leave the 
agency but they can do so with a comfort- 
able financial settlement. Another advan- 
tage of Woolsey ’s action: It will permit him 
to answer CIA critics who have demanded 
that heads must roll at the agency. 


■ Oh, brother! “Are you for or against 
Bush?” To Republican pollster Fred 
Steeper, the answer depends on which 
Bush — and which state— you mean. 
Steeper, who worked on George Bush’s 
1992 re-election campaign, is now the 
campaign pollster for George W. Bush, 
the former president’s son who last 
week won the Texas GOP gubernatorial 
nomination. But in the race for the GOP 
gubernatorial nod in Florida, Steeper is 
polling for state Insurance Commission- 
er Tom Gallagher, a potential primary 
opponent of Jeb Bush, George W.’s 
younger brother. Polls show both broth- 
ers trailing incumbent Democrats. 


■ Damaged goods? Moscow is in hot wa- 
ter with Tehran over a $ 500 million ship- 
ment of two Russian Kilo-class subma- 
rines to the Iranian Navy. West European 
intelligence sources report that the Irani- 
ans have discovered serious flaws in the 
subs’ electronic and radar systems that 
“almost caused a major tragedy” when 
one of the subs attempted to surface. The 
Iranians are so angry that they have de- 
layed accepting a third Kilo sub and have 
turned to India for technical and mainte- 
nance help. They are also expected to de- 
mand compensation from Moscow. Nev- 
ertheless, the Pentagon is still worried 
because it believes the subs are capable of 
laying mines in the Persian Gulf. 


■ Renaissance man. On most campuses, 
the description “triple threat” applies 
to football halfbacks, but at Illinois 
Wesleyan University this September, it 
could be used to describe the Renais- 
sance man performance of Sir Edward 
Heath. During a busy two-day stint at 
the Bloomington campus, the former 
British prime minister is scheduled to 
lecture on Japanese art, conduct the 
university orchestra and give “a master 
class” on statesmanship. In addition, 
Heath could offer a master class in sea- 
manship. He once captained a British 
national sailing team. 
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